Float Tube Safety '

Fishing from a float tube is a safe and very enjoyable
method of lake fishing. The following are given to help
insure you have many enjoyable hours with these boats.
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Read and understand all the safety instructions given by your boats manufacture.

Always fish close to a partner.

Have a “quick release” on your stripping apron so you are not held into your boat if it is
turned over.

Don’t lean forward to untangle line from fins as you could flip your boat. Get a friend to
help.

Learn how to “walk” with fins as they can cause stumbles when getting into and out of the
water.

Enter and exit on firm bottoms to avoid loss of fins, falls and spills.

Get off water in a storm with lightening.

A pontoon boat can be very difficult to get out of reeds if you have backed in. Get help
from a friend.

Watch for others that are fishing near you and avoid their backcasts. Let others know where
you are.

Wear eye protection.

Have the required safety floatation equipment with you.

Don’t leave boat in sun when you return for lunch, etc. Let some air out so seams won’t
rupture.

Don’t travel to higher elevations with boat inflated. The expansion in air will cause a seam
rupture.

Have a signal light with you when fishing at night.

Know your physical limitations and don’t exceed. Bad weather can make a return to your
takeout very difficult.

If you use an anchor don’t pull hard on the rope if stuck as this can cause a turnover. Cut if
off and get another.

When wearing a waist belt don’t tighten until you wade to belt depth. This exhausts air
from you leg area and makes leg movement while kicking your fins much easier.
Waterproof cuffs on clothing will allow great amounts of water to be trapped in the arms in
the event of a spill so keep them loose.

It is very difficult to get back into a boat if you tip it over. It is easier to push the tube to the
shore with kicking of your fins.

If possible, practice escape procedures from your tube in your or a friends swimming pool
while your friend is there to give assistance if needed. You need to be able to find and
release any cords keeping you attached to the tube while it is upside down. This will help
reduce the “panic” impulse if you have trouble while fishing.
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When exiting the water, after “falling in”, it will likely be necessary to remove fins and fold
wader down or remove your waders while still in the water to allow water in the waders to
flow out.

The suspender style of PFD should be worn on the outside of any clothes to be most
effective.

Use polarized sun glasses.

Wear a hat that protects you from the sun, misplaced casts and other weather conditions.
Have a float tube repair kit handy. They can save a fishing trip.

A small first aid kit can help add to the joy of a trip after a minor accident such as a cut,
hook puncture or even a fish bite.

If you must fish alone consider staying close to shore to avoid a difficult situation if you
loose air or otherwise have to return to shore in a deflated boat.

Have a whistle for attracting attention if in trouble. A walkie-talkie type radios helps in
communicating with friends that are not close.

Know the water you are fishing. In lakes with lots of reeds you can get lost or not be able to
locate your takeout point. There may also be only one safe place to enter and exit that is not
easy to locate in a storm or poor light conditions.

Don’t under inflate your boat. A soft boat is much more difficult to paddle and is less
stable. Your boat should be firm to the touch with most of the wrinkles in the cover
removed. Remember that when you put your boat into the cold water it will “shrink” a
little. When you exit the water remember #12 above.



